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Part Four: Historical
Section A: Babylonian Captivity

Section B: Schism

Video:
Avignon
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Marsilio of 
Padua

c. 1275 - c. 1342

John Wycliff
c. 1320’s - c. 1385

Jan Hus 
c. 1372 - c. 1415

Section C: Reformers or Troublemakers?

In the political treatise Defensor Pacis, Marsiglio of Padua argues that the state, the most 
comprehensive and unifying human community, is superior to the church. The state derives 
its authority from the people who have the right to censure and depose their rulers. The 
church, in turn, derives its authority from the state. Marsiglio further argues that the papacy 
is a purely human convention. As an advocate of conciliarism he maintained that supreme 
authority in the church belongs to a general council composed of both priests and lay mem-
bers of the church.

1 in principio creavit Deus caelum et terram 
2 terra autem erat inanis et vacua et tenebrae super faciem abyssi et spiritus Dei 
ferebatur super aquas 
3 dixitque Deus fiat lux et facta est lux 

Among the articles of heresy submitted against Wyclif were: 
“...stating that the bread and wine in the sacrament remain unchanged... 
...that the bishop or priest in mortal sin does not ordain, transubstantiate, consecrate or baptize... 
...for a priest to possess property is contrary to scriptures...
...it is permissible for a priest or deacon to preach without authorization of the pope or bishop... 
...tithes are merely alms, and are not legally enforceable... 

Purpose: Are institutions capable of reforming themselves? 
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St. thomaS aquinaS

Purpose: Does 
authority come 
from position 
or reason?

Section B: Theologians
Augustine:

Even if it were true that I am mistaken about nearly everything that I suppose to be true, he argued, 
one inescapable truth will remain: “Si fallor, sum” (“If I am mistaken, I exist”).

Scholasticism:

Aquinas:

 Praestet fides supplementum
  Sensuum defectui

Augustine

Part Five: Aquinas and his Theological Heritage
(Optional Assignment)
Section A:
Task Answer the two questions below based on the selections liste below:
 St. Thomas Aquinas, Reader I, pp. 37-38
 Scholasticism, Reader I, pp. 39-40
1. What two sources of truth does Acquinas posit?  Can these be in conflict?
2. What three forms of writing were popular in medieval schools?

Acquinas
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Part Six: Music for the monk and Troubadour
Section A: Musical Genre
Watch the video and list the musical genres identified.

What is a music genre?
A music genre is a conventional category that identifies pieces of music as belonging to a shared tradition or set of conventions.

Section B: The Musical Past: Harmony - an Upstart
Medieval Music (read the except below.  Highlight the main idea of each paragraph.

 The main form of music during the Middle Ages was the Gregorian chant, named for Pope Gregory I.  This 
music was used in the Catholic Churches to enhance the services.  It consisted of a sacred Latin text sung by 
monks without instrumentation.  The chant is sung in a monophonic texture, which means there is only one 
line of music.  It has a free-flowing rhythm with little or no set beat.  The chants were originally all passed 
through oral tradition, but the chants became so numerous that the monks began to notate them. 
 Towards the end of the Middle Ages, about the 12th and 13th centuries, music began to move outside of 
the church.  French nobles called troubadours and trouveres were among the first to have written secular 
songs. Music of this time was contained among the nobility, with court minstrels performing for them.  There 
were also wandering minstrels who would perform music and acrobatics in castles, taverns, and town squares.  
These people were among the lowest social class, along with prostitutes and slaves, but they were important 
because they passed along information, since there were no newspapers.

Video Notes:
Listen to the video: Pange Lingua
Characterize the music.

Video Notes:
Watch to the video: Harmony
What are the main ideas of the video?

Section C: Summary
What is the main idea you take from Part Six?

Video:
World
Musical Genre

Video:
Pange Lingua
Harmony


